The Editors of this book feel that psychiatric interest should not be confined to those bodily diseases where psychological factors are known to be aetiologically important. Thus, the problems involved in the nurture of a diabetic child are examined; and so are the connexions between social attitudes to sex and venereal disease. The questions arising from disablement are also examined in some detail. This is a perfectly legitimate view to take and the Editors have stated it clearly, with the melting addition that psychosomatic medicine must inevitably be dedicated to its own dissolution.
Inevitably the book contains much that is speculative and controversial but this, too, is stated quite fairly by the Editors, and lends the book special interest and value.
The general reader must, of course, be prepared for some shocks. He will read that in respiratory disturbances "there are three features which are outstanding: (1) a longing, (2) directed originally toward the mother, (3) taking the form of a respiratory intra-uterine relationship". Nevertheless it is a notable feature of this book that these views do not obtrude themselves unduly. In the chapter on peptic ulcer, for example, the writer's general orientation is Freudian but this does not prevent the history of psychiatric thought about peptic ulcer being laid fairly and adequately before the reader. The chapter ends as all the others do, with a well-selected and comprehensive bibliography.
The first three chapters give an excellent survey of the basic concepts and history of psychosomatic medicine though they are perhaps a shade on the polysyllabic side for easy reading. 1953. This book, as stated by its author in the preface, was begun as a series of introductory lectures to third-year students. It has no pretensions to being a textbook on urology but does provide an introduction to this subject for those on the threshold of a medical career. Instead of the various diseases being described according to the organs involved, as is the usual custom, they are discussed from the standpoint of pathology; thus infection is considered as a whole, and not in relation to a particular part of the urinary tract. For the beginner this method of presentation has much to commend it.
The author, wisely, gives no detailed descriptions of operations. For the treatment of simple enlargement of the prostate the anatomical routes for surgical approach to the gland are briefly recorded. No dogmatic statements are made in favour of any particular operation. There are a few charts but no illustrations. There is a chapter on catheterization which gives sound advice on its uses and abuses. The final chapter has the title of "Outline for history taking and physical examination". It should be helpful to those responsible for note taking. At the end there is a list of books recommended for reference. The student, at the outset of his clinical studies, will find this little book of much use to him.
Medical and Scientific Investigations in the Christie Case. By Francis E. Camps, M.D. (Pp. 240; 6 coloured plates and 46 figures. 30s.) London: Medical Publications Limited. How many have succeeded in disposing of the body and thus have escaped trial will never be known. Many murderers have tried and have paid the penalty of failure: each of them has dangled laterat the end of a rope. The problem is as old as murder itslf.
In the years before March 1953 when he was arrested John Reginald Halliday Christie murdered six women including his wife at 10, Rillington Place, a drab cul-de-sac west of Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 1 . Four of the bodies he hid in the house; two he buried in the gardes.
